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WEBSITE: End of the academic year (July 2020) 

I am sure you agree that this academic year has been like no 

other. When the government announcement schools to close 

we didn’t think we would see our children back in school 

before the end of academic year. It has been lovely to see 

some of children back from the 1st June but also being able to 

see and speak to all our children each week when staff have 

delivered hampers. Thank you to all who posted pictures on 

our face book page, it was great seeing the challenges and 

tasks we sent out in the work packs. Keep posting throughout 

the holidays, we would love to see what you get up to, but 

remember, stay safe.   

Although we have not been able to host our annual 

celebration of success event this year we will ensure those 

children who have been nominated for prizes receive them. 

We have been able to host our annual Talbot House games, 

(only this year we called it Talbot House Covid games). The 

staff thought very carefully how we could enjoy our games 

and stay safe. We made sure all the staff had sanitiser and 

spray for each event and the games we chose supported the 

2m distance. Everyone had a good morning, ending with hot 

dogs and juice. The weather even held out for us and the sun 

was shining. Well done everyone. 

In September we look forward to everyone returning to school. 

We will make sure we keep you updated if there are any 

changes to the Covid guidelines, but the government has 

asked all schools to plan for a full return. We understand that 

this will feel very strange for some of our children who have 

not been in for a long time, as well as anxious parents and 

carer. We hope the children will be able to settle quickly and 

ready to make some rapid progress. To reassure parents, 

carers and children we have produced a leaflet showing how 

we are keeping everyone safe and the measure that are in 

place and will remain in September.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents and 

carers for their support throughout the last few months. I hope 

you all find time for some fun things to do, enjoy summer, stay 

safe and we look forward to seeing everyone on Tuesday the 

8th September.  

Take care 

C Smiles    Head Teacher 

 

Some of my favourite 

photographs this year. 
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Curriculum 

The pupils and staff have been enjoying a 

range of activities during this half term and  

Maths: 

Pupils from upper school have been 

working through the topic of averages. This 

includes data analysis using mode, mean, 

median and range. Pupils have been 

working through real-life questions and 

gaining an understanding of what careers 

this may be useful in. This work is linked 

with the Gatsby benchmarks.  

Primary pupils have been participating in 

taster sessions in the upper school, 

preparing them for the transition when it 

happens. These have been very successful 

and pupils have made a positive first 

impression. 

 

English: 

In English we have been doing a mixture 

of quizzes and activities for pupils who 

been unable to get back into school.   

Some pupils have sent back lots of work 

and have been amazing.  Well done to 

those pupils. 

 

In school we have been working on a 

project called One Letter One Smile, 

which started off in France and Belgium.  

Our local version has been a great 

success.  Pupils have written seven letters 

to old people in Dene Croft nursing home 

in Newburn.  Each letter had a pressed 

flower gift in it that pupils made in their 

English lessons.  I am very proud of the 

effort and care pupils put into this. When 

we delivered them to the care home the 

carers who took the letters told me the 

residents at the home would be thrilled to 

receive them. 

 

 

Pupils have also been producing 

competition entries for Young Writers 

again.  There were some amazing and 

talented entries for this and I am confident 

we will, again, get some published.  All the 

stories have placed into our ‘School Best 

Stories’ book and some will be read out in 

assemblies to come.  The topic this time 

was “Missing” and we had everything from 

pet sheep to whole planets going missing 

in these stories.  They are also displayed 

in the hall for our visitors to read and 

hopefully impressed. 

Above all I have been immensely pleased 

with the positivity, bravery and helpfulness 

the pupils have all shown in lessons and 

the resilience of those who did so much 
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work from home.  I hope to see you all 

back in September when we eventually 

return to safety and the new normal. 

Steve Handford. 

Science:  

In science the pupils have started to 

transition from primary, interacting with 

some of the upper school pupils in science 

lessons. We have been taking the 

opportunity to show the younger pupils 

some of the experiments they will be doing 

when they move up to the upper school in 

September and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

 

Art:  

We have been designing and creating our 

own mosaics which have turned out really 

well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSHE and life skills: 

Within PSHE and life skills we have been 

focusing on positive mental health and our 

entrepreneurial skills. The pupils have 

been making some dog toys to sell at our 

next school fayre. 

 

 

 

 

ACES: 

Social distancing: 

We have been creating individual pencil 

pots to keep our equipment safe.  
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English – We have been reading about 

the new measures in place in school to 

keep us safe. We showed our 

understanding by answering questions 

about what we had read.  

 

 

 

 

 

Science – We have been exploring light in 

science this half term, we explored 

shadows by going outside and using 

objects to block the sun to create shadows 

then drawing around the shadows. We 

also used a torch to create shadows 

exploring which objects created the best 

shadows, we found out the opaque 

objects were best. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talbot House games: 

We were able to take part in the Talbot 

House games this year with a reduced 

number of pupils from across the school. 

The games involved the famous welly 

toss, bike slalom, penalty shoot-out, 

weight hold and an assault course. All of 

the pupils showed great sportsmanship 

throughout. 

 

 

 

School Library: 

We have had our school library completely 

revamped so that it has become a more 

accessible place within the school for all 

pupils to enjoy. 
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Charity donation: 

During this process we had an excess of 

books that were no longer relevant to our 

school. These books have been donated 

to local charities to give others the 

opportunity to enjoy books and reading. 

 

Bubbles within school: 

When we return to school in September 

the whole school will be classed as a 

‘bubble’, but within the school there will be 

‘sub bubbles’ to enable us to be able to 

monitor and trace any symptoms of the 

Covid-19 virus that may arise. If there are 

any confirmed cases within an individual 

bubble that bubble will be expected to 

quarantine for 14 days as recommended 

by the government. If there are any further 

cases confirmed within the school, we will 

follow guidance from Public Health.  

Our aim to ensure that pupils and staff as 

safe as possible, however, a lot depends 

on the individual, therefore we will be 

encouraging good hygiene for everyone.  

Important dates for your diary: 

All pupils will return to school on Tuesday 

8th September 2020.  

Training days:  

Monday 7th September 2020 

Monday 5th October 2020 

Monday 4th January 2021 

Monday 22nd February 2021 

Monday 7th June 2021 

Keeping in touch: 

Thank you to all of our parents and carers 

for all of the uploads to our social media 

sites. We hope that you have a happy and 

healthy summer and look forward to 

seeing you in September. 

 

Remember that we have a 

closed Facebook group to 

keep you up to date. If you 

would like to be added to this 

group, please contact Admin. 

 

You can also follow us on 

Twitter: 

@talbothousetrust

 

 

Enjoy the holidays, stay safe, enjoy summer safely. We look forward to seeing everyone in 

September. 

 


